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NOAA’S MISSION: 
Science, Service, and 
Stewardship

To understand and predict 
changes in climate, weather, 
oceans, and coasts, 
To share that knowledge and 
information with others, and 
To conserve and manage 
coastal and marine 
ecosystems and resources. 

SCIENCE

SERVICE STEWARDSHIP



Collect and provide the Nation with intelligence data, imagery, and 
other essential information for predictive environmental and 
atmospheric modeling systems and space-based distress alert 
systems by operating NOAA-controlled satellites, communications 
equipment, and associated systems

Provide the Nation with environmental forecasts, warnings, data, 
and expertise critical to public safety, disaster preparedness, all-
hazards response and recovery, the national transportation 
system, safe navigation, and the protection of  the Nation’s critical 
infrastructure and natural resources
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CNN Interview with Wolf  Blitzer
NHC Director Bill Read Briefing FEMA

NWS Forecasters Embedded in Emergency 
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Infant Hurricane Irene
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NOAA SLOSH (storm surge) Model NOAA BAY HYDRO II Enabling
Resumption of  Maritime Commerce
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Satellite imagery of  chlorophyll concentrations aggravated by Hurricane Irene
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Systemic, integrating role in key national functions - often 
unrecognized

Critical Earth-observing infrastructure is capital-intensive and aging
• Operational weather satellite continuity in great jeopardy

Sustaining capacity for improvement in budget-cutting times
• Core competencies, expertise, essential research
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